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   Today’s edition begins the “Wrap Up” on the 2012 legislative session. As in previous years, the bills written about will be reviewed briefly, and the final action taken – passed and signed by the Governor, postponed indefinitely (killed), vetoed and whatever happened the “day of fiasco,” also known as May 8th, the day before adjournment. 
House Bill 12-1004 was postponed indefinitely on April 19th. Had it passed, local governments would have been required to modify building codes to permit the use of lumber milled from Lodgepole pine or Englemann spruce trees having a grade of “stud” or better for framing of buildings. 
House Bill 12-1024 would have required a statewide measure to word the ballot title “in plain non-technical language and in a clear and coherent manner using words with common and everyday meaning that are understandable to the average reader.” The bill was postponed indefinitely on March 2nd. 
House Bill 12-1173 was one of the bills postponed indefinitely early in the session (February 7th) intended to deal with fracking (hydraulic fracturing). The intent of HB 1173 was to ban oil and gas operators from placing hydraulic fracturing fluid in an open pit and required the use of a closed-loop system for hydraulic fracturing treatments. Jobs were the hot topic early in the session and Republicans battled the bill claiming it was a job-killing bill. Proponents of the bill had to settle for the oil and gas commission beginning to review the set-back issue, the primary issue of HB 1176 which was also killed. 
House Bill 12-1070 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on May 9th, with the intent of expanding on the ethical conduct of persons involved in government. Current law on such matters as gifts and honoraria, lobbyist disclosure, the statutory rules of conduct for government officials and employees, campaign contributions to members of the General Assembly and the Governor during regular legislative sessions is memorialized in Article XXIX of the Colorado Constitution (also known as Amendment 41). HB 1070 modifies and clarifies the definition of any public office with annual compensation of more than $1,600.00, reporting requirements upon leaving office as to gifts received while in office, claims for travel and lodging, lobbying disclosure statements and what gifts are considered “not of substantial economic benefit.” 
   HB 1070 was sponsored by Adams County Representative Charylin Peniston as the number of indictments continued to grow of private company employees and county employees (now several have been convicted and sentenced to prison terms), with investigation of Commissioner Alice Nichol ongoing. Nichol, up for re-election, failed to get on the ballot during the caucus/assembly process, and then did not get enough signatures to petition onto the ballet. 
Senate Bill 12-001 was postponed indefinitely on April 26th. The bill was seen as the “star” piece of legislation for the Democrats of the Sixty-Eighth General Assembly, but the bill ran into a real “roadblock” because of its preference requirement that bidders on state contractors “certify at least 90 percent of the employees who will complete the contracted work are Colorado residents.” The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) weighed in with a warning to legislators that SB 001, if passed as introduced, would preclude CDOT from accessing its annual apportionment of federal highway funding -- $398.7 million in 2012-13, but typically $500 million consistently. SB 001 was amended to suspend the preference provisions “to the extent necessary to prevent denial of the moneys or to eliminate the inconsistency with federal law,” but even that amendment could not save the bill, amid the refrain that Republicans say they are for jobs but they really aren’t. 
Senate Bill 12-147 was postponed indefinitely on March 21st. Identified as a bill against voter suppression, the stated legislative intent was to deal with those deceptive and intimidating campaign tactics meant to dissuade voters from exercising their right to vote.
   Believe it or not in this modern day of advanced technology, false information abounds. Examples given as need for such legislation were published reports that only Republicans could vote on election day, with Democrats allowed to vote the day after to avoid congestion at the polls, and that if a voter during a presidential election year had voted in an election prior to the November election, could not vote in the presidential election and would face jail time by trying to do so. SB 147 was passed in the Senate but killed by Republicans in its first committee hearing. 
House Bill 12-1172 was postponed indefinitely on March 22nd, and would have prevented Xcel from inputting a carbon tax on its ratepayers until such a tax was actually passed by Congress. Current law allows Xcel “to input the cost of a carbon tax imposed at the federal level when calculating an electric utility’s investments and comparing the cost of maintaining existing infrastructure with the cost of replacing existing power plants with more energy efficient power plants.” Information was revealed in 2010 by Xcel’s director of resource planning that “the company at one point was inputting a carbon proxy price of $20 per ton on CO2 and raising it by 7 percent a year.” The absence of a carbon tax at the federal level was apparently ignored or just slipped the minds of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission when it allowed Xcel to begin inputting the carbon proxy price. 
House Bill 12-1123 would have required a report to the Joint House and Senate Transportation Committee on utility rate cases heard before the PUC over certain two-year periods, to include the disposition of each case heard, the rate change expressed as a percentage of the total amount billed to ratepayers per month and per year, and the dollar amount of the average change in the monthly bill paid by each ratepayer. 
House Bill 12-1121 was deemed lost, even after complete amendment was made with all content below the enacting clause being stricken. The amended HB 1121 would have meant the PUC could suspend, for a period of up to ten years, implementation of the thirty percent Renewable Energy Standard beginning in 2020, if it determined that implementation created undue financial burden on ratepayers. Point-of-Information: Xcel backed out of the massive Southern Colorado transmission line project across the San Luis Valley, announcing “the proposed Southern Colorado transmission line no longer makes sense,” citing the economy and reduced energy demand as justification for withdrawal. The line was fought by Louis Bacon, owner of the Trinchera Ranch which was in the direct path of the line. Repeating this writer’s statement in the March 5th edition of Eye on the Legislature, “The blunt version of the reasons why would probably sound something like this: ‘Xcel ran up against an owner who couldn’t be run rough-shod over, who had the big bucks to fight them tooth and nail and pierce the façade of necessity.’” An after thought/question in retrospect might be how many such other projects could pass the scrutiny which Bacon forced on Xcel???? 
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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